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There Is thus no comparison between the title of VI-
damc, which only marks a vassal, and the titles which
by fief emanate from the King. Yet because the few
Vidames who have been known were illustrious, the
name has appeared grand, and for this reason was given
to me, and afterwards by me to rny son.

Some little time before this, the King resolved to
show all Europe, which believed his resources ex-
hausted by a long war, that in the midst of profound
peace, he was as fully prepared as ever for arms. He
wished at the same time, to present a superb spectacle
to Madame de Maintenon, under pretext of teaching
the young Due de Bourgogne his first lesson in war.
He gave all the necessary orders, therefore, for forming
a camp at Compiegne, to be commanded by the Mare-
chal de Boufilers under the young Duke. On Thursday,
the 28th of August, all the Court set out for the camp.
Sixty thousand men were assembled there. The King,
as at the marriage of the Due de Bourgogne, had an-
nounced that he counted upon seeing the troops look
their best. The consequence of this was to excite the                            ,

army to an emulation that was repented of afterwards.                          if;

Not only were the troops in such beautiful order that                         J;/

it was impossible to give the palm to any one corps,                         jj|

but their commanders added the finery and magnifi-                           5

cence of the Court to the majestic and warlike beauty
of the men,' of the arms, and of the horses; and the offi-                          ? #

cers exhausted their means in uniforms which would                         \ |

have graced a fete.

Colonels, and even simple captains, kept open table;
but the Marechal de Boufflers outstripped everybody
by his expenditure, by his magnificence, and his good